




TOM HARKIN
IOWA

lf,nited Ststss Fenste
wASHINGTON, DC 20510-1 502

August L9,2OLO

Honorable Ray LaHood, SecretarY

U.S. Department of Transportat ion

1200 New JerseY Ave. S'E'

Wash ing ton ,  D.C.20590

RE: lowo DOT TIGER l l  Gront Request for the U.S. 6l  Fort  Modison Byposs

Deor Secretory LoHood:

I om writing fo express my support for the lowo Deportment of Tronsportotion's (lowo

DOT's) opplicotion for TIGER ll gront funding for o proiect to construct o 9.5-mile byposs of Fort

Modison, lowo. u.s.6l  is the only u.s.  highwoy serving Fort  Modison, ond i t  runs direct ly through

the downtown oreo. problems with the originol olignment include three 9O-degree turns, which

ore difficult for heovy trucks to novigote, ond occosionol flooding of one section which cuts off

occess to the Mississippi River bridge'

The U.S.6l  byposs is o col loborot ive proiect involving the lowo DOT ond mony other

ogencies including locol municipolities, counties ond chombers of commerce' The TIGER ll funding

requested would further this effort to remove regionol troffic from the downtown core, thereby

improving tronsportotion infrostructure for freight ond trovelers, eosing troffic congestion in the

downtown oreo, ond moking woy for restorotion ond revitolizotion of the ciiy' In porticulor,

construction of the byposs will ollow the tronsportotion of wind turbine blodes from o locol plont

to points throughout the region, ollowing the stote of lowo to contribute to ond benefit from this

emerging industrY.

I respectfully urge your considerotion of this opplicotion'
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August 12, 2010 

 

Honorable Ray LaHood 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave. S.E. 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

 

RE:  Iowa DOT TIGER II Grant Request for the U.S. 61 Fort Madison Bypass 

 

Dear Secretary LaHood: 

 

I would like to share my support for the Iowa Department of Transportation’s (Iowa DOT’s) 

application for TIGER II grant funding for the construction of a bypass around Fort Madison, 

Iowa.  At present, the only highway serving Fort Madison is U.S. 61, which runs directly through 

downtown. 

 

A bypass would greatly improve the quality of life in Fort Madison, as the current highway is a 

detriment to downtown revitalization efforts.  Charming Main Street communities are big part of 

what makes Iowa a great place to live and raise a family, but the large volume of heavy truck 

traffic in downtown Fort Madison detracts from the city’s historic district.  What’s more, the 

current highway alignment includes dangerous 90-degree turns and occasional flooding of one 

section cuts off access to the Mississippi River bridge.  By relieving freight traffic congestion 

downtown, we can spur economic development and make Fort Madison safer. 

 

The bypass would also support the work of a local wind turbine plant, which requires an 

improved transportation network to transport large blades to cities throughout the region.   I am 

proud of Iowa’s leadership in clean energy, particularly wind, and this project would allow the 

state to continue leading the country forward in this emerging industry. 

 

For these reasons, I enthusiastically support this project and respectfully urge your consideration.   

 

Sincerely, 

 
Senator Gene Fraise 
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September 4, 2009 

The Honorable Ray LaHood 
Secretary, US Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Honorable Ray LaHood,

Regional Planning:  Lee County, Iowa is located along the Upper Mississippi River in the 
southeastern-most corner of Iowa, bordered by the Mississippi River to the east, the Des Moines River 
to the south, and the Skunk River to its north. This area has numerous assets to attract and retain 
area residents and business entities, provided adequate highway connectivity is in place and linking 
rail, lock and dam and regional airport systems.  The US 61 Bypass of Fort Madison is key to 
this intermodal transportation network.  When completed, the Bypass will enable the county to 
match resources with capabilities and create a competitive environment for growth.

Contributing to Growth in the Region:  The southeast Iowa region and Lee County in particular, has 
realized some success in renewable energy with the construction of Siemens Power Generation 
Incorporated and wind turbine manufacturing.  The creation of the Southeast Iowa Regional Economic 
and Port Authority through state legislation by Fort Madison, Keokuk and Lee County, will enhance the 
economic development and prosperity of the area.  The Fort Madison Bypass, which will additionally 
serve as the eastern terminus of Iowa Hwy 2 (running the length of the State of Iowa) and the eastern 
gateway of J40 (serving incorporated communities in the heart of Lee and neighboring counties of Van 
Buren and Davis), will enhance economic development and prosperity of Lee County and Iowa as a 
whole.  

Improving Quality of Life and Work Environment:   Laborshed studies released in April 2009 for Lee 
County, site of US 61 Bypass of Fort Madison, reports that unemployment rate is currently at 9.3%, 
or 16.7% if the 7.4% under-employed rate is factored in.  The underemployed are composed of 
individuals who are working fewer than 35 hours per week but desire more hours.  Additional hours 
are desired to access health insurance and improve quality of life.  It is noted that 
the average unemployment rate of the Great Depression years 1929 through 1936 was 16.9%, or just 
0.2% above the current Lee County total rate.

Highway 61 Coalition respectfully requests that the US Department of Transportation fund the 
completion of US 61 in Iowa to include - Bypass of Fort Madison and completion of the Burlington to 
Muscatine corridor through Des Moines and Louisa Counties.

Sincerely, 

Vern Meierotto  
Chairman of the Highway 61 Coalition 
(319) 470-6660 
vmeierotto@lisco.com 
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September 4, 2009 
 
 
 
The Honorable Ray LaHood 
Secretary, US Department of Transportation  
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Honorable Ray LaHood, 
 
Regional Planning:  Lee County, Iowa is located along the Upper Mississippi River in the 
southeastern-most corner of Iowa, bordered by the Mississippi River to the east, the Des Moines River 
to the south, and the Skunk River to its north. This area has numerous assets to attract and retain 
area residents and business entities, provided adequate highway connectivity is in place and linking 
rail, lock and dam and regional airport systems.  The US 61 Bypass of Fort Madison is key to 
this intermodal transportation network.  When completed, the Bypass will enable the county to 
match resources with capabilities and create a competitive environment for growth. 
  
Contributing to Growth in the Region:  The southeast Iowa region and Lee County in particular, has 
realized some success in renewable energy with the construction of Siemens Power Generation 
Incorporated and wind turbine manufacturing.  The creation of the Southeast Iowa Regional Economic 
and Port Authority through state legislation by Fort Madison, Keokuk and Lee County, will enhance the 
economic development and prosperity of the area.  The Fort Madison Bypass, which will additionally 
serve as the eastern terminus of Iowa Hwy 2 (running the length of the State of Iowa) and the eastern 
gateway of J40 (serving incorporated communities in the heart of Lee and neighboring counties of Van 
Buren and Davis), will enhance economic development and prosperity of Lee County and Iowa as a 
whole.   
  
Improving Quality of Life and Work Environment:   Laborshed studies released in April 2009 for Lee 
County, site of US 61 Bypass of Fort Madison, reports that unemployment rate is currently at 9.3%, 
or 16.7% if the 7.4% under-employed rate is factored in.  The underemployed are composed of 
individuals who are working fewer than 35 hours per week but desire more hours.  Additional hours 
are desired to access health insurance and improve quality of life.  It is noted that 
the average unemployment rate of the Great Depression years 1929 through 1936 was 16.9%, or just 
0.2% above the current Lee County total rate. 
  
Highway 61 Coalition respectfully requests that the US Department of Transportation fund the 
completion of US 61 in Iowa to include - Bypass of Fort Madison and completion of the Burlington to 
Muscatine corridor through Des Moines and Louisa Counties. 
  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Vern Meierotto  
Chairman of the Highway 61 Coalition 
(319) 470-6660 
vmeierotto@lisco.com 
 


